Combined phacoemulsification, intraocular lens implantation, and scleral buckling surgery for cataract and retinal detachment.
To evaluate the effects of simultaneous surgery for cataract and retinal detachment. Six patients with a diagnosis of retinal detachment accompanied by dense cataracts precluding fundus visualization were enrolled in this study. A triple procedure involving phacoemulsification, posterior chamber intraocular lens insertion, and scleral buckling was performed in all six cases. A clear intraoperative view of the fundus was obtained in all cases and retinal breaks were identified in five cases. The retina was successfully reattached in all six cases, five of which showed improvement in visual acuity. Combined cataract and scleral buckling surgery can be performed safely. This procedure spares the patient repeat surgery and may improve the visual outcome by clearly identifying the breaks and avoiding delays in detachment repair.